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Current (selected) issues: food security
under stress and what to do

. volatility,

. agricultural neglect,
. climate change risks
. recession problems

Trade policy? crosscutting - necessary
- not sufficient

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009




Are we living In unusual times?

1872-2008 prices and population
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Sources: J. von Braun, based on data from NBER Macrohistory database,
BLS CPI database, Godo 2001, OECD 2005, and FAO 2008;

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009 Population data from U.S. Census Bureau Int’l database and UN1999.




World Population: Population 2050

Source: Worldmapper 2009.

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009



Food price spike, 2007-08
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Prices fell partly because of
financial crisis and recession

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009 Source: Data from FAO 2009 and IMF 2009.




Food crisis and human development

- Hunger (calories): from 800 Mill. to 1 Billion
- Micro-nutrient deficiencies: about 2 Billion

- 200-400 thousand more infant deaths per
year

- people with permanent damage from
malnutrition increased about + 40 million

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009




World Map of Hunger: 2008 Global Hunger
Index (GHI) by Severity
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Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009 Source: von Grebmer et al., IFPRI 2008.
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Food protests and food prices
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Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009 Source: J. von Braun based on data from FAO 2009 and news reports.




Major pledges to address the food crisis
(2008/9)

Donor organization/country Pledge (bil.$)

World Bank
EU (EC & national)

USA

Increase in public budgets on agric. and social protection
bil. $US % change
China

India 6

Plus 2009 stimulus packages:
China: 109 bil. US$ for agriculture
India: also increased ++

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009 Source: IFPRI, compiled from news sources and government budgets.




Rising protectionism?

Export restrictions in 2008 were serious!
Tariff increases do not explain trade decline,
Trade financing an issue in the recession

The potential cost of rising protectionism with
and without a successful Doha Round: up to

-11.5% in world trade (volume) if tariffs
Increase to their current WTO limits (bound
level)

Joachim von Braun, IFPRI, May 2009 Source: Laborde, Torero 2009, IFPRI




